
CLA Information Commons Interest Group

Mandate and Statement of Purpose

The Information Commons Interest Group brings together library stakeholders from a
variety of backgrounds to develop, support, and promote projects and ideas that foster the growth
of an information commons. Recognizing that we as information workers are under immense
pressure from industries and governments (both domestic and international) to tighten control
over information creation and dissemination, we are of the mind that projects contributing to the
free-flow of information are vital if we want to foster a nation where ideas can be shared freely
and openly. We represent public, school, academic, government, and special libraries; we
recognize the extent to which we all have a stake in how we produce and access information. 

Our scope is as broad as our base and includes interests in licensing, copyright, freedom
of information, international trade, privacy, broadcasting and telecommunications policy,
principles of democracy, archives, open source software, and much more. Canadian libraries
contribute enormously to the creation and preservation of spaces that allow for the evolution of
Canadian culture. The increasing control and commodification of information restricts our ability
to encourage and foster positive developments in our cultural, academic, and economic growth.
We aim to work internationally with librarians, library associations, our employers, and other
interested people to contribute to the growth of the global information commons. 

Purpose:

• To provide an organizational node for CLA members interested in facilitating dialog
about information commons. 

• To provide a mechanism for sharing experiences with promoting, developing and
sustaining commons.  

• To provide a base for conference programming, formal contacts, e-lists, etc.

• To encourage participation in efforts and partnerships to help promote, build and sustain
information commons.

• To work with both Canadian and international organizations (including other CLA
Interest Groups and Committees) to promote initiatives which contribute to information
commons. 

• To organize a forum for discussing information commons initiatives at the annual CLA
conference.
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Petition to the Canadian Library Association’s Executive Council to setup an “Information
Commons Interest Group”(33 names)

NAME E-MAIL ORGANIZATION

Adam Taves taves@yorku.ca York University
Amber Christensen msamberdawn@yahoo.ca
Andrew Fraser afraser2@telusplanet.net
Angela Mehmel amehmel@winnipeg.ca Winnipeg Public Library
Annie Murray annie.murray@gmail.com
Catherine Steeves csteeves@uoguelph.ca University of Guelph
Christine Sakkon christine.sakkon@acad.ca
Danielle Dennie dennie.danielle@uqam.ca Université du Québec à Montreal
Danna Bushfield dbushfie@uwo.ca University of Western Ontario
Gladys Watson gwatson@centennialcollege.ca Centennial College
Gloria Dingwall gadingwa@ucalgary.ca University of Calgary
Heather Morrison heatherm@eln.bc.ca BC Electronic Library Network
Jeff Lilburn jlilburn@mta.ca Mount Allison University
Joan Welch joan.welch@gov.ab.ca Edmonton Public Library
Julia Lipinska julia_lipinska@hc-sc.gc.ca Health Canada
Lesley Perkins lesleyperkins@telus.net
Lisa Sloniowski lisasl@yorku.ca York University
Martina King mking@thealbertalibrary.ab.ca The Alberta Library
Meagan Morash mmorash@boothcollege.ca Booth College
Michael Hohner m.hohner@uwinnipeg.ca The University of Winnipeg
Mita Sen-Roy University of Windsor
Olivier Charbonneau o.charbonneau@concordia.ca Concordia University
Rebecca Cook rjcook489@yahoo.ca
Sabina Iseli-Otto siseliot@uwo.ca University of Western Ontario
Samantha Burdett sburdett@amnesty.ca Amnesty International Canada
Samuel Trosow strosow@uwo.ca University of Western Ontario
Sarah Jones sjones57@uwo.ca University of Western Ontario
Shonna Froebel sfroebel@city.barrie.on.ca Barrie Public Library
Sue Adams sadams@stfx.ca Saint Francis Xavier University
Susan MacDonald susan.macdonald@utoronto.ca
Tiina Burns tburns@epl.ca Edmonton Public Library
Toni Samek Toni.Samek@ualberta.ca University of Alberta
Yvonne Rezek rezeky@macewan.ca Grant MacEwan College
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